Centre for East Asian
and Comparative Philosophy

SHEHBAR

City University of Homg Kong

A

How Early C;hoson Confucnans Understo ;;’, )
Heaven and Human Belngs Ry

------

P gl P,

> ; e o e Lt Y= S e é __._
7 Kyung- hyun Kang
Assistant Professor

Colleie of Confucian Studies and Eastern Philosophy
Sungkyunkwan University

in Korean

Abstract

This talk explores how Choson Neo-Confucians understood the relationship between Heaven and human
beings by focusing on the Diagram of the Heavenly Mandate (tianmingtu X#5[&l), a conceptual schema of
the Confucian moral universe. In the 16th century, Choson Neo-Confucians paid special attention to the
concept of the Heavenly Mandate (tianming X#g), such as the Great Ultimate (taiji X#%), yin-yang (F2F3),
and coherence/principle (/i I£), leading to a renewal of the orthodox interpretation of the Doctrine of the
Mean provided by Zhu Xi and its formalization in the Diagram of the Heavenly Mandate. This talk thoroughly
examines three diagrams created by three prominent Korean Confucian scholars—namely, Chong Chiun
(1509-1561), Kim Inhu (1510-1560), and Yi Hwang (1501-1570). Based on their distinctive readings of the
Doctrine, they crafted different versions of the Diagram and thereby laid the normative foundation for Neo-
Confucianism, at the heart of which lay a direct link between Heaven and human beings. The Diagram
highlights the creative, distinct character of Choson Neo-Confucianism, which expounds on and further
develops Zhu Xi’s philosophy.
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